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Though the  four th  annua l  rneet ing  is  now be ing  recorded in

the  pas t  tense i t  cer ta in ly  w i l l  go  down as  a  rnos t  h is to r ica l  event .

The rnodern i ty  o f  vas t  des t ruc t ive  powers  o f  nuc lear  weapons

were  shadowed r r lo l r ten tar i l y  by  the  a t rnosphere  o f  Co lon ia l

w i l l i a rnsburg .  In  th is  rnos t  h is to r ic  se t t ing  o f  o ld  V i rg in ia  w i th

the  vo ices  o f  George Wash ing ton ,  Thornas  Je f fe rson and

Pat r ick  Henry  s t i l l  r ing ing  as  echoes o f  warn ing  to  our  na t iona l

s e c u r i t y ,  d i d  P r e s e n t  R o b e r t  H a g e r t y  b r i n g  t o  o r d e r  a n d  w e l c o r n e

the  rnernbersh ip .  I t  was  adrn is t  the  odor  o f  honeysuck le  and in

the  shade o f  rnagno l ia  t rees  tha t  the  course  o f  bus iness  and

s c i e n c e  w a s  c o n d u c t e d .  L i k e  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  w e  w e r e  i n d u l g e d  i n

a  new endeavor  and rea l i zed  the  un i ty  a lone wou ld  ach ieve  des i red

goa ls  in  our  ventures .  There  was a  confor rn i ty  o f  op in ion  tha t

our  in i t ia l  e rnbark rnent  had been success fu l  and the  hor izon

appeared c lear  and ba l rny .

In te rd ig i ta ted  w i th  the  exce l len t  sc ien t i f i c  fo rurn  were  soc ia l

events  unequa led  in  the  pas t .  The hos t  V i rg in ian  cont ingent

exce l led  w i th  the i r  usua l  (and ye t  unusua l )  sou thern  hosp i ta l i t y .

T h e r e  c o u l d  b e  n o  g r e a t e r  t h r i l l  t o  v i s i t ,  s e e  a n d  e v e n  d i n e  i n  t h e

sarne haunts  tha t  our  co lon ia l  s ta tesrnen inhab i ted  da i l y .  We a l l

re l i ved  the  hardsh ips  and t ry ing  t i rnes  o f  our  Arner ican  p ioneers

a n d  f o r  o n c e  r e a l i z e d  o u r  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  s u c h  a  h e r i t a g e .



Favorab le  cornr r ren ts  were  heard  on  every  corner ,  f ro rn  the

blacksrni th 's shop to the powder rr \agazrrLe, frorn the colonial

cour thouse s teps  to  the  apothecary  shop,  and even f ro rn  Jarnes town

to  York town.  Mernbor ies  w i l l  l i nger  o f  the  scen ic  r i ver  t r ip

tha t  changed topography  w i th  every  rn i le .  The por t  o f  e rnbark -

a t ion  was a  h is to r ic  s tage in  i t se l f  w i th  rep l i cas  o f  co lon ia l  sh ips

in  the  harbor .  Modern i ty  was eventua l  though and th is  was

v iewed in  the  rno th  f lee t  o f  sh ips ,  the  a i rc ra f t  car r ie rs  and the

atorn ic  subrnar ines .  No one w i l l  ever  fo rge t  the  por t  o f  des t ina t ion

which  was the  Nor fo lk  Count ry  Ctub  and the  grac ious  lawn par ty

wh i le  the  sun was se t t ing  in  the  west .

I t  was arnongst this beaut i ful  portrayal of  the l i fe and

cus torns  o f  the  1700rs  tha t  our  rneet ing  was opened.  And l i ke  the

rno t to  tha t  co lon ia l  Wi l l ia rnsburg  cher ishes ,  "That  the  fu tu re  rnay

learn  f ro rn  the  pas t " ,  the  rnernbersh ip  o f  the  Southeas tern  Soc ie ty

o f  P las t ic  &  Reconst ruc t ive  Surgeons ad journed to  re tu rn  to

the i r  horne  s  w i th  the  idea tha t  we w i l l  no t  bar te r  awav our

b i r th r igh ts  o f  a  nob le  her i tage bu t  ins tead fear less ly  p ro tec t  the

exa l ted  a i rns  and honor  tha t  has  enab les  us  w i th  such as  our

p r o f e s s i o n .
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